Larry Miller
Mom-Me (1973)

Installation of components from event realized under
hypnosis, two panels with family snapshots, photographs by
the artist, and video stills with ink and china marker text of
the video transcript, mounted on board; life-size portraits,
ink on paper, post hypnotic ink drawings on paper and video
documentary, 53 minutes, 23 seconds.

Collection of the artist

Miller created Mom-Me as a durational event that involved six
sessions with a hypnotherapist. Mom-Me begins with Miller’s
voiceover explaining: “I wanted to know what it would feel
like to become my mother, to lose consciousness of my own
identity through hypnosis and to believe for a while that I was
Mom.” Hypnotized, Miller-as-Mom answered questions about
herself and drew a portrait of Mom and of Larry. Inspired by
his readings of Asian texts, which stressed the importance

of overcoming or transcending the ego through acts of
extreme physical and mental endurance, Miller explained,
“Mom-Me is about origins and invisible energies ...part of my

hilosophical quest.
phtiosophicat que Video documentary:

1. Hypnosis Induction:
MOM

Pictures of MOM
Drawing MOM
Trance Disturbance
Pictures of ME
Picturing MOM-ME
Drawing ME
Trance Awakening
Postscript Portraits
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